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9 Day Southern Spotlight

Explore the South Island on this popular 9 day itinerary. Highlights include a night in Mt Cook National Park, Dunedin, Te Anau including a
Milford Sound cruise, free time in Queenstown, an evening cruise on the TSS Earnslaw to Walter Peak station for dinner, the West Coast and
Franz Josef Glacier plus the Tranz Alpine Train journey from Greymouth to Christchurch.

Starts in: Christchurch
Finishes in: Christchurch
Length: 9days / 8nights
Accommodation: Motels

Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you perfectly. We can add more days, remove
days, change accommodations, mix it up, add activities to suit your interests or simply
design and create something from scratch. Call us today to get your custom New Zealand
itinerary underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: All coach transport Includes: All pick ups/drop offs at destinations

Includes: Afterhours emergency support while touring Included activity: Private Transfer Christchurch
International Airport to Christchurch
Accommodation

plus much more...
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On arrival, you will be met by a private driver and transferred to your Christchurch accommodation.

Welcome to Christchurch City

New Zealand's garden city is steadily being transformed into a vibrant urban destination. Encompassing a large green belt, it is known for its
wide tree lined avenues and lush gardens. A great way to explore the city or easy way to see the sights or ride the historic trams across town to
the renowned botanic gardens and the unique cardboard Transitional Cathedral, that's right it is built of cardboard!

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Discover Christchurch Afternoon Tour with Leisure Tours

A half-day sightseeing tour of Christchurch highlighting both the damage to the city inflicted by several large earthquakes in 2010 and 2011 and
the rebuild which is currently in progress, together with the surviving beauty of the city and the historical landmarks. Experience the grand
architecture, beautiful gardens, and scenic viewpoints on a half-day city tour of Christchurch.

Your accommodation: Bella Vista Christchurch

Bella Vista Motel Christchurch offers a great range of comfortable modern units with excellent facilities.
Enjoy the convenience of being located in close proximity to the Christchurch CBD, shops, entertainment
and other activities.

Day 2

Christchurch to Aoraki-Mt Cook via Lake Tekapo Small Group Tour with Cheeky Kiwi - Lunch Included

Leave Christchurch behind for a small-group journey crossing the expansive Canterbury Plains and climbing into the high country. Relax in
comfort as you head to your first stop in the charming rural township of Geraldine for a morning break. Continue into the dramatic Mackenzie
Basin to capture iconic photos of the impossibly blue waters at Lake Tekapo and visit the historic, picturesque The Church of the Good
Shepherd. After tracking the edge of Lake Pukaki, arrive at Aoraki / Mount Cook Village in the afternoon, where you will be treated to a
complimentary picnic lunch under the shadow of New Zealand's highest peak. Key Stops: Depart Christchurch, Geraldine (comfort stop), Lake
Tekapo, Church of the Good Shepherd, Lake Pukaki photo stop, Aoraki/Mount Cook Village arrival.

Meals Included: Picnic Lunch, snacks &amp; bottled water.

Duration: Approx 6 hours

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Glacier Explorers

Experience 500-year-old icebergs up close on the Aoraki-Mt Cook terminal lake. The Glacier Explorers tour is the only one of its kind in New
Zealand and one of only three in the world! Very few glaciers terminate into lakes and even fewer of them are accessible. See towering ice cliffs
and floating icebergs from the safety of a specially designed boat. These boats provide a safe way to view unseen and inaccessible areas of
New Zealand's largest glacier The Tasman.
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Your accommodation: Mt Cook Motel

Mt Cook Motel, nestled in the heart of Mt. Cook Village, offers spacious self-contained units that provide
comfort and convenience. Each unit is surrounded by breathtaking alpine mountain views, making it the
perfect retreat for nature lovers and adventurers alike.

Mt Cook to Dunedin with lconic

In the afternoon you will be picked up from your accommodation in Mt Cook Village for the journey through to Dunedin. Along the way you stop
for a short break in Omarama, then onto Oamaru for a scenic tour of the historic Whitestone Precinct. You will then enjoy a guided walk along
Koekohe Beach at Moeraki Boulders before reaching Dunedin, where you will be dropped off at your accommodation.

Your accommodation: Bella Vista Dunedin

Bella Vista Dunedin is centrally located and offers clean, modern, self-catering accommodation. The perfect
base for exploring Dunedin, enjoy the convenience of being located in close proximity to the Dunedin CBD,
shops, entertainment and other activities.
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Larnach Castle and Gardens

Larnach Castle, New Zealand's only castle, was built in 1871 by politician and merchant William Larnach, a visionary who played a key role in
shaping the country's early history. Constructed for his beloved first wife, Eliza, the castle&rsquo;s shell took 200 workmen three years to
complete, followed by twelve years of intricate interior craftsmanship. Perched high on the Otago Peninsula, the castle offers stunning views
over Dunedin City. Its gardens hold International Garden of Significance status and feature a unique collection of antiques, including a rare nine-
piece Totara knot suite. The Ballroom Caf&eacute; provides the perfect spot to relax and enjoy refreshments while reflecting on your visit. The
ballroom itself has a fascinating history, having once served as an asylum, an antique sales room, and even a sheep pen before its beautiful
restoration. With a self-guided tour, you can explore the castle and gardens at your own pace.
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Dunedin to Te Anau Transfer with Trips & Tramps

The drive to Te Anau takes you through classic Southland farmland scenery. Pass through the tranquil river town of Balclutha, the largest town
in South Otago, which hosts a range of shops and services. Balclutha is memorable for its arched concrete bridge, under which flows the mighty
Clutha River. The river is open for salmon and trout fishing all year round.

As you head inland, you will pass through the small rural town of Clinton before reaching Gore, the official home of country music. It's also
known for great fly fishing, with the Mataura River and many other productive streams close by. Take time to enjoy the lush farmland scenery as
you journey east towards your lakeside destination of Te Anau, the gateway to Fiordland National Park and Milford Sound.

Your accommodation: Lakefront Lodge

Stylish self-contained motel units less than a minute walk from Te Anau Lakefront. Enjoy a close walk to
shops, cafes and restaurants.

Day 5

Milford Sound Cruise from Te Anau and returning to Queenstown with RealNZ - Lunch Included

From Te Anau, you travel by coach along the spectacular Milford Road. Photo stops are made on the way into Milford, with additional photo
stops and a short walk on the return journey. RealNZ experienced drivers enjoy sharing their knowledge of the area. On reaching Milford Sound,
you join a Cruise for a leisurely cruise the full-length of Milford Sound to the Tasman Sea. The cruise provides excellent viewing opportunities
and plenty of time is available to enjoy waterfalls, rainforests, mountains, and wildlife. During the cruise, your friendly crew provides
commentaries in several languages and points out sights such as Mitre Peak and the Pembroke Glacier. It is important you read and
understand the risks associated with this activity. For more information, see here.

Your accommodation: Blue Peaks Lodge

Blue Peaks Lodge offers well equipped self contained rooms with a fantastic location overlooking
Queenstown and is just an easy five minutes walk to the Queenstown lakefront.

Meals included: Lunch
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Explore Queenstown

Queenstown, known in Maori as Tahuna is celebrated as New Zealand's &lsquo;adventure capital'. Though Queenstown offers far more than a
fast-paced, action-packed holiday. Settled on the shores of Lake Wakatipu beneath a soaring panorama of the Remarkables Mountain Range,
this alpine town is surrounded by a plethora of historic, gastronomic, and scenic wonders. Whether you are looking for a scenic short walk or a
longer one, you will find the perfect hike or bike trail in Queenstown. Explore Queenstown Gardens, or try out more challenging trails up to Ben
Lomond Walkaway or Queenstown Hill Walking Track. Enjoy iconic views and take Queenstown Gondola up 450 metres to Bob's Peak, or ride
on the 100-year-old Steamship - the TSS Earnslaw - &nbsp;to Walter Peak Station for dinner and a farm tour. Browse the waterfront cafes and
al fresco restaurants, try out the famous Fergburger, or grab a dessert at Patagonia Chocolates.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Queenstown Skyline Gondola Ride

Hop aboard the Skyline Gondola - the steepest cable car lift in the Southern Hemisphere! From which you can take in the awe-inspiring views of
this spectacular landscape. Sit back and relax as you enjoy panoramic views of The Remarkables, Walter Peak, Cecil Peak, Coronet Peak and
the magnificent Lake Wakatipu.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Arrowtown and Wanaka Highlights Tour with Remarkable Scenic Tours

Discover the charm of historic Arrowtown, the serene beauty of Wanaka, and the iconic Cardrona Hotel on this guided tour. Highlights include
the Chinese Village in Arrowtown, the famous Wanaka tree, Lake Wanaka'’s stunning views, the quirky bra fence, and breathtaking lookouts
from the Crown Range and Crown Terrace.

TSS Earnslaw Cruise and Walter Peak Gourmet BBQ Dinner

Enjoy a quintessential Kiwi experience, a delicious gourmet BBQ buffet meal, and a farm demonstration in a stunning lakeside setting. Take in
the stunning views of Lake Wakatipu and its surroundings as you cruise across the lake to the historic Walter Peak high country farm aboard the
TSS Earnslaw Steamship. Enjoy the ambiance of the heart of the stately homestead while your Colonel&rsquo;s Homestead Restaurant chef
prepares a gourmet BBQ dinner. Your seasonal menu includes an extensive selection of local New Zealand produce, including succulent meats
and a selection of delicious vegetables and salads. Complete your meal with your choice of delicious desserts, or New Zealand cheeses. After
dinner, watch the farm dogs in action with a sheep-herding demonstration and say hello to the other farm animals. Finally, cruise home under
the southern stars and enjoy the fresh night air as the lights of Queenstown draw ever closer.

Your accommodation: Blue Peaks Lodge

Blue Peaks Lodge offers well equipped self contained rooms with a fantastic location overlooking
Queenstown and is just an easy five minutes walk to the Queenstown lakefront.

Meals included: Speciality Dinner
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Queenstown to Franz Josef with Glacier Shuttles
Leaving Queenstown, travel past picturesque scenery of massive mountain peaks and crystal-clear blue lakes. Journey across the Haast Pass
to the other side of the Southern Alps, the landscape changes dramatically. Enter the wild and wonderful West Coast, a remote and unspoiled

region. Wind your way past native rainforest, rocky coastlines and powerful waterfalls. Your journey concludes in the village of Franz Josef, your
next base for exploration.&nbsp;

Glacier Valley Shuttle

You&rsquo;ll be transferred up the Franz Josef Valley to the road end, where you&rsquo;ll have the opportunity to walk to a viewing platform
with views of the glacier. Alternatively, you can enjoy one of the other scenic short walks in the area.
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Your accommodation: Punga Grove Motel & Suites

Punga Grove is right in the heart of Franz Josef Glacier village stylish accommodation in a beautiful
rainforest setting.

Franz Josef to Greymouth Train Station with Hokitika Scenic Tours

Head north from Franz Josef through to the historic gold mining region of Hokitika. Known for its Pounamu (New Zealand Greenstone) this
seaside town has a rich history dating back to the 1860&rsquo;s. Continue on to Greymouth, the largest town on the West Coast and the
starting point for the next leg of your journey - the TranzAlpine Scenic Train.

TranzAlpine Scenic Train: Greymouth to Christchurch

Considered one of the world's great train journeys, the TranzAlpine Scenic Train takes you from Greymouth to Christchurch. Travel across the
South Island from the west to the east coast through Arthur's Pass National Park. From the comfort of your carriage see lush beech forest, deep
river valleys and the spectacular peaks of the Southern Alps. Descend to the windswept Canterbury Plains before arriving in the city of
Christchurch.

Shared Transfer from Christchurch Train Station to Christchurch CBD Accommodation with Christchurch Touring
Company

On arrival at the Christchurch railway station, you will be met by a driver and transferred to your Christchurch accommodation.

Your accommodation: Bella Vista Christchurch

Bella Vista Motel Christchurch offers a great range of comfortable modern units with excellent facilities.
Enjoy the convenience of being located in close proximity to the Christchurch CBD, shops, entertainment
and other activities.
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Private Transfer from Accommodation to Airport with Christchurch Touring Company

Enjoy a seamless, private transfer from your Christchurch city accommodation directly to the Christchurch Airport in time for your departing
flight.
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Tour details

Departures: Daily

Tour type: Independant Bus & Coach
Starts: Christchurch

Finishes: Christchurch

Tour length: 9

Accomodation: Motels

Car/transport type:

Accommodation summary

Day 1 Bella Vista Christchurch
Day 2 Mt Cook Motel

Day 3 Bella Vista Dunedin

Day 4 Lakefront Lodge

Day 5 Blue Peaks Lodge

Day 6 Blue Peaks Lodge

Day 7 Punga Grove Motel & Suites
Day 8 Bella Vista Christchurch
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